
Agenda draft, 2026

“Explore, Engage, Enjoy and Embrace Excellence”
The National Federation of the Blind of Michigan

Welcome to the annual state convention of the National Federation of the Blind of Michigan, where we will continue to change what it means to be blind. We will strive to live out our hopes and dreams to live the lives we want.
Doubletree by Hilton Airport Grand Rapids, Michigan
4747 28th Street Southeast
616-957-0100
  
Thursday, November 5, 2026
3:00 PM Double Tree (Check in)
6:00 PM Food, Fun, and Fellowship with Friends 
Team Pat Pyle:  Ganders restaurant
Team Damontae Scott:  B.J’s Bar and Grill (Meet in lobby)
Team Donna Posont: Indian Palace (meet in lobby)
Team Danielle Agajan: Cheesecake Factory  (meet in lobby)
 

Friday, November 6, 2026
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM  NFBMI Convention  Registration, Hotel lobby
10:00 AM - Noon  Michigan Association of Blind Students Seminar: Jeff Crouch
 Texas vs. Kennedy:  Sanho Steele-Louchart   Kentwood
11:00 AM - 5:00PM  Exhibit Hall   Salon A
1:00 - 2:30 PM  Backpacks with Muppets and PIRATES: Philosophy and  finding your role in the National Federation of the Blind, Tracy Soforenko  Salon BCD
1:00PM - 5:00 PM Tactile Art Collective:  Marco Salciccia   Wolverine AB
      Sculpture, Origami, Tactile puzzles, Drawing and coloring
2:30PM – 5:00 PM  Hospitality,   Board Room
5:30 PM Resolutions Committee, Fred Wurtzel-Chairperson   Wolverine AB
7:00 - 10:00 PM  Pizza Party/Game night  Salon BCD

Saturday, November 7, 2026  
7:00 AM - 8:45 Am  Hospitality  Board room
 7:30 AM - 8:30 AM  Convention Registration  Hotel lobby
8:30 AM  NFBMI camp/Child care  Thornapple
9:00 AM  National Federation of the Blind of Michigan Convention opening
Star-Spangled Banner  Calliandra  Bowman-Tomlinson
Veteran Recognition Damontae Scott
9:15 AM  Announcements
9:20 AM  National Report; Tracy Soforenko,  National Federation of the Blind Board member, President: National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, Chairperson; Jernigan Scholarships
 10:00 Am  National Association of Blind Students: Ben Grelk, NABS Board member, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska Board member
10:15 AM  Auction Action Patricia Pyle
	10:30 AM   Bring in the BELL Ringers; NFB of Michigan  BELL Academy 
11:30 AM  Individualized Education Program, Interpretation, Instruction, and intervention-Sanho Steele-Louchart


Noon:  Pick up box lunch
12:15 PM  Parents of Blind Children discussion group, Hospitality, Board Room 
1:00 PM - 1:55 PM MIABS, Michigan Association of Blind Students business meeting, Wolverine AB
1:00 PM - 1:55 PM  NFBMI Blind Seniors Division meeting, Salon BCD
2:00 PM NFBMI General Session, Salon BCD
2:05 PM  Tactile Art Collective, Marco Salciccian
2:15 PM - 2:45 PM  Parents of Adult Blind Children Panel
Linda Daniels and Meagan Daniels,  Bill Bowman and Calli Bowman-Tomlinson
2:45 PM  Auction: Action:  Patricia Pyle
3:00 – 3:15 PM  Passing Along the Heritage  PATH Foundation:  Tyler Rogers
3:15 PM - 3:50 PM  Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion:  Faye Chennault-Johnson and Sanho Steele-Louchart
3:55 PM - 4:00 PM  Fit Break: Kimberly Evans
 4:05 PM - 4:15 PM  Auction Action: Patricia Pyle
4:15 PM  Teachers of Tomorrow: Clare Campagnda and Gabriell Popp
4:45 PM  Meet your 2026 Student Scholarship Winners, :  Sheila Fullmore Chairperson
5:00 PM  Adjournment
5:10 PM  Capitol Region chapter reorganization  Board room
7:00 PM  Banquet: Master of ceremonies  Michael Powell
 8:00PM  Banquet Address: Tracy Soforenko National Representative  Arlington, Virginia
8:55 PM  Awards
9:10 PM  Scholarships 
9:30 PM  Adjournment of Banquet
9:45 PM  Auction:  Patricia Pyle 	

 Sunday, November8, 2026
7:00 AM - 8:45 AM   Hospitality, Board room
8:00AM - 8:45AM  Devotions  Salon BCD
8:30 AM  NFBMI camp/Child care  
9:00 AM  National Federation of the Blind of Michigan membership board meeting  Salon BCD
Pledge:  Sam Rau
Belief Statement: Sarah N. Norwood
President’s report:  Donna Posont
Secretary’s report Maryann Murad
Treasurer’s report: Gail Bowman 
Election of Officers:  Tracy Soforenko
Old business
Convention Committee report: Patricia Pyle
Website  Donna Posont
New business 
Washington Seminar
Resolutions: Fred Wurtzel
2027 National Convention, Austin, Texas
2027 NFBMI Convention
National Federation of the Blind  of Michigan Board meetings
Committee reports
Youth Engagement,  Youth Slam 2027: Calliandra  Bowman-Tomlinson
Fund-raising  Damontae Scott
Communication  Maryann Murad
Youth and Family  Donna Posont
PAC; Preauthorized Contributions  Gail Bowman
Legislation  Kashonia Graham
Chapter reports
Flint Genesee county:  President Felicia Bradford
New Wayne county:    President Faye Chennault-Johnson
Detroit  chapter:  President  Lillian Quickly
At Large   Chapter:  President  Sanho Steele-Louchart
NFBMI Divisions
NFBMI Blind Seniors:  President Patricia Pyle
Michigan Association of Blind Students:  President Jeff Crouch
Announcements
Adjournment by Noon

Thank you so kindly for participating in the state convention of the National Federation of the Blind of Michigan. We look forward to exploring, engaging, and enjoying with one another as we embrace excellence  through advocacy, adventure, and  advancement in the National Federation of the Blind of Michigan.
Remember you can live the life you want;
Blindness needs not be what holds you back!

Gratefully serving,
Donna Posont
President; National Federation of the Blind of Michigan
President@nfbmi.org
313-220-8140
